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‘VOICE OF         ’ 
Improving village life, Transforming futures 

5
th

 EDITION NEWSLETTER                APR 2018 - JUN 2018  

For 36 years ERDS (established January 1982) has been serving society through 

various kinds of support. What began as a humble beginning in South Dinajpur (West 

Bengal, India) has now spread to three districts in total, that is, South Dinajpur, 

Malda, and South 24-Parganas.  

We decided to publish our effort in a nutshell through this newsletter. In this 

edition, we also take a look at some of the programs that have been concluded / 

continuing over the recent months in West Bengal, India.  

We welcome feedback about this edition at erdskol@gmail.com / erds4@yahoo.co.in  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Handover of rebuilt houses to 63 flood-affected 

families at Malda, West Bengal, India  

The rebuilt houses (with support from MCC Kolkata) 

of sixty three flood-affected families were handed over 

to the heads of the families by ERDS. It may be 

recalled that the houses of these families (that were 

selected based on certain criteria) were being rebuilt 

by ERDS directly after the dwelling structures were 

washed away, broken or partially destroyed during the 

floods that had affected Malda district (West Bengal, 

India) in August last year.  

These 63 families are among the 1620 families in the 

same region that had also received food aid from 

ERDS. 

New hotel management course commences  

A new hotel management course in collaboration 

with School of Hotel Management commenced from 

June 1, 2018. After completing the one-month in-

house training of the first batch of 20 students, 17 

of them have joined a hotel in Gujarat and the rest 

have joined Hotel Sudesh Tower in Kolkata for 

their six-month practical training. These students 

are expected to be absorbed in these hotels with 

decent salaries. While these youth are getting a 

stipend now they were jobless earlier, have 

academic qualifications ranging from tenth pass to 

graduation.  

The admissions for the course will continue on a 

rolling basis throughout the year. For further 

information and admissions, contact Dulal Haldar 

at ERDS’ Boral office on + 91 97484 91398. 

 

REBUILDING LIVES: ERDS has handed over 

rebuilt houses (as seen here on the left) with 

support from MCC Kolkata for 63 flood-affected 

families in Malda, West Bengal, India 

 

 
A class for a new course in hotel management 

in progress at ERDS, Boral, West Bengal, India 

mailto:erdskol@gmail.com
mailto:erds4@yahoo.co.in
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21 students (Tzedek London) to 

visit Bengal in December 

  

Twenty one students (18-21 years) 

from London will visit Kolkata in 

December this year under the 

umbrella of Tzedek. Work for this 

major visit has already commenced 

from both Tzedek’s and ERDS’ side.  

The students, who are expected in 

Kolkata and in Malda district in north 

Bengal, under the supervision of Lucy 

Cohen, the volunteer and education 

manager at Tzedek and a few officials 

from the Chief Rabbi’s Office at 

London, are scheduled to visit various 

ongoing projects of ERDS at a few 

locations. They are also expected to 

visit a few places in the vicinity of the 

projects as part of their educational 

and religious orientation towards 

international development. 

Toilet Construction (Swachh Bharat Aviyan) Update  

This is an update relating to ongoing toilet construction in the Blocks of 

Bamongola and Gazole, Malda, West Bengal. The objective of this activity is 

to realize the dream of a ‘Clean India’ by 2nd October 2019, the 150th birth 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. This has resulted in ERDS constructed 

Toilets being considered as a ‘Model Toilet’ by the local Panchayets 

(government). 

The number of Toilets Constructed so far is 606 (supported by Dr Vinod 

Prakash, founder president, IDRF, USA) while the number of Toilets 

constructed for the sixth Phase is 97 Nos. The duration for constructing 100 

toilets for the 6th phase was from 10.03.2018 to 31.05.2018.  

In Bamongola and Gajole Blocks 300 

and 306 latrines have been constructed 

while 2394 are yet to be constructed. 

There is no discrimination between BPL 

& APL Category because environmental 

pollution affects both the categories. The 

income limit for BPL (below poverty line) 

list has been pegged at about Rs. 27,000 

per annum and for APL above Rs 27,000 

per annum, according to the 

methodology approved by the Union 

Cabinet of the government of India on 

21st  May, 2011. 
 

 

Tzedek’s (ERDS partner) video 

shown in British Parliament 

A video on Tzedek’s (ERDS 

partner) efforts in eastern India 

was recently shown in British 

Parliament. This was 

videographed by noted Mumbai-

based videographer Timothy 

Gaikwad and has already been 

uploaded on youtube.com. (Link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=Cxw2JaUNHsg). Please view 

the video. 

 

 

Visit by Tzedek’s representatives to ERDS’ projects 

Two representatives from Tzedek – Galia Shilo and Lucy Cohen – paid a visit to Tzedek’s projects in 

Kolkata and Boral in May. They visited Jhimil School in Boral, talked with the Principal Dulal Haldar 

and also spoke to several students who were enrolled. During their visit, they held meetings with 

various stakeholders and spoke about current and future partnerships in Kolkata. 

A one-day city tour was also organized for the duo who visited several places of worship (including the 

famous Beth El Synagogue) and areas of general interest before heading back to London. 

CLEAN INDIA: ERDS is constructing latrines 

(as seen above) for rural families in Malda, 

West Bengal, India 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

David Silver and Anne Gardner, 

advisors and planners to ERDS (from 

the UK), will visit ERDS on a short trip 

in September this year. This will be 

their second trip to ERDS. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cxw2JaUNHsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cxw2JaUNHsg
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ERDS visits USA for fund raising and building trust 

The founder and general secretary of ERDS Madhu Basu and the CEO of ERDS Anirban Basu visited the USA 

in May 2018 for about three weeks. The objective of the visit was to raise funds, spread the good word about 

ERDS, make new friends, maintain friendship with old friends, get to know existing relationships better, 

gather experience, build trust and make pitches to universities for sourcing volunteers for non-profit work. 

The tour started with New York city moving on to Washington DC and Bethesda, Michigan and was 

punctuated with meetings with Dr Vinod Prakash and others from India Development and Relief Fund (IDRF), 

Richard Walden, President and CEO, Operation USA, Emily James, Community Engagement manager, Global 

Giving, a few special people in Michigan, Rao V Nerusu, CEO of TISCO Group Inc, Pabitra Chowdhury – Vice 

President, ARSI, Indian American Intellectuals Forum Inc., (Brooklyn), Alison Cohen, senior director of 

programs, WhyHunger and Prof P K Mullick of Michigan University. 

The duo also met up with important friends like Sunit Chatterjee (Brooklyn), Rajiv Paul from German Town, 

Washington DC, Joshua Christian, freelance photographer, New York, Joanne Christian, Shyama B Haldar, 

Michigan Kalibari and Umesh Rashmi Rohatgi (Novi, Michigan). 

ERDS are following up on some of the leads that were obtained while the duo was in the USA. 

Those who helped ERDS with boarding and lodging in the USA and deserve to be thanked profusely include:  

- Sunit and Shanta Chatterjee, New York 

- Vandana Mitravadia, German Town, Washington DC 

- Rajiv Paul, friend of Debashis Gupta and Madhu Basu, German Town, Washington DC 

- Rashmi and Umesh Rohatgi, Novi, Michigan 

 

 

 

 

 
FRIENDS OF ERDS I: Dr Vinod Prakash (centre) and Saralaji with other friends of IDRF during 

Madhu and Anirban Basu’s recent trip to the USA 
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ENSURING WATER SECURITY: Women queue 

up to draw drinking water from a tube well 

constructed by ERDS in Malda, West Bengal, 

India 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ERDS II: Rajiv Paul (centre) and 

his father (right) with Madhu Basu during the 

latter’s recent trip to the USA 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ERDS III: Vandana Mitravadia 

(centre) and her husband (right) with Madhu 

Basu during the latter’s recent trip to the USA 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ERDS IV: Umesh (left) and 

Rashmi Rohatgi, long-standing friends of 

ERDS as captured on camera during a recent 

trip by Madhu and Anirban Basu to the USA 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ERDS V: Prof. PK Mullick 

(extreme left) with Umesh and Rashmi Rohatgi 

during Madhu Basu’s recent trip to the USA 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ERDS VI: Anirban Basu (left) 

seated with Joanne Christian, a friend of 

ERDS, during his recent trip to the USA 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ERDS VII: Richard Walden, 

President and CEO, Operation USA with 

Madhu Basu at Washington during the latter’s 

recent trip to the USA 

 

 

FRIENDS OF ERDS VIII: Anirban Basu (right) 

with Sunit Chatterjee, the dearest and 

respected friend of ERDS, at Brooklyn during 

the former’s recent trip to the USA 
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APPEAL TO DONORS 

This is an appeal for child sponsorship. 

Every child has a right to a healthy life. But sadly, the majority of children living under the poverty line 

across India are unable to afford more than one meal a day. 

We take this opportunity to salute those who are sponsoring ERDS’ children. The sponsors include: 
1. Steven Derby, UK 

2. Manindra and Amlan Dasgupta, USA 

3. Arindam Roy, USA 

4. Ruma Pain, India 

5. Dr Mary Thornton, UK 

6. Kaushik Mitra, India 
7. Darshana Nath, India 

8. Ankita Paul Gupta, India 

9. Dr Stuart Powell, UK 

10. Vedaparna Purkayastha 

11. Pippa Clewer, UK 
12. Ralphy Jhirad, UK 

13. Sujoy Basu, India 

14. Shraboni Datta, India 

15. Monika Gupta, India 

16. Moushumi Ghosh, India 

17. Gopa Raha, UK 
18. Sumita Mahato, India 

Please support more children so that they are able to attend school every day and fulfill their dreams. If you 

donate INR 800 per month or any amount, you get a 50 per cent tax exemption under Section 80G of the 

Indian Income Tax Act. US-based donors may make a tax-deductible gift for the same amount to ERDS 

through Dr Vinod Prakash of India Development and Relief Fund, a 501(c)3 non-profit. To donate online 
using PayUmoney, please follow this link https://www.payumoney.com/paybypayumoney/#/358659 (Help 

educate a poor child pursuing quality education by sponsoring text books and uniforms). To donate by 

check, please mail a check payable to IDRF to the address mentioned below. Please include your email ID on 

the envelope and write ERDS in the memo line. 

Dr. Vinod Prakash, Founder President 

India Development & Relief Fund 
5821 Mossrock Drive, North Bethesda, MD 20852-3238 

Phone: 301-704-0032  

Email ID: vinod@idrf.org  

Website: www.idrf.org 

Your contribution of INR 800 per month will ensure that your sponsored child gets education, health and 
nourishment. The child’s family and the community will also benefit from your contribution. You will receive 

a tax receipt from ERDS / IDRF coupled with photographs and information about the children that you 

decide to sponsor. We have set a target of sponsoring 1000 such children. We are waiting for your 

contribution. 

The break-up for the use of INR 800 per month / INR 9600 per year is as follows: 

 

 

Nutrition supplement    INR 575 x 12 m  = INR 6900 

Medical check and medicines  INR 800 x 1 = INR 800 

School Bag   INR 400 x 1 = INR 400 

School shoe   INR 400 x 1 = INR 400 

Stationery set   INR 200 x 1 = INR 200 

One time donor registration  INR 300 x 1 = INR 300 

Administrative charges  INR 50 x 12 = INR 600 

    GRAND TOTAL  INR 9600 per year 

 

 

https://www.payumoney.com/paybypayumoney/#/358659
mailto:vinod@idrf.org
http://www.idrf.org/
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ERDS is looking for volunteers from outside India who would help us execute the 

various projects that we undertake in India for the extremely poor segments of society. 

For this, the volunteers would need to visit our head office in India and lend their 

expertise to our rural projects for field work.  

This is a wonderful opportunity for the volunteers registered with your organization / 

students of your university to learn how to work in an NGO that has been active for 

the past 36 years in West Bengal - one of the poorest states in India, deal with tribals 

and indigenous people of India and gather field experience in the areas of Women & 

Child Development, Child Education, Child Sponsorship, Health & Nutrition, Water 

and Low Cost Sanitation, anti-trafficking, Micro-Credit, Skill Development Training, 

International Relationship,  Publication And Disaster Management linked to noble, 

social causes. The duration of the experience will be three-six months. 

Kindly note that while no salary would be paid to the selected volunteers / students, 

the cost of boarding at a hotel selected by ERDS and fooding (breakfast and dinner) in 

Kolkata would be about USD 70 per day on a twin-sharing basis. During their visit to 

a rural set-up at our project area, the cost for the same would be USD 20 per day.  

Additionally, a certificate certifying their work experience in their work sectors / 

projects in India would be provided to all volunteers. 

Contact erdskol@gmail.com or +91 98316 54430. 

 
THE TEAM of ‘VOICE OF ERDS’ 

APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

Contact Address: 
Economic Rural Development Society (ERDS) 

6, Kiran Sankar Roy Road, Ground Floor, 
Room No. 3, Kolkata: 700001, West Bengal, India  

Donate by Check: Payable to ERDS 
Send to: ERDS, 6, K S Roy Road, Ground Floor, 

Room No. 3, Kolkata: 700001 West Bengal,  India 

Madhu Basu, General Secretary  
erds4@yahoo.co.in 
M: +91-9831654430 

 
Provat Kumar Mitra, Assistant General Secretary 
erds4@yahoo.co.in 
M: +91-9830592741 

 
Anirban Basu, CEO 
erds4@yahoo.co.in 
M:+91-9674316777 

 
Editorial Contribution: 
Sujoy BOSU 

By Bank Transfer for Foreign Currency: 
Bank: Standard Chartered bank 
Branch: G-08 Atria Mall, 23 Gurusaday Road, 

Kolkata: 700019 
Account Number: 32111011551 
IFSC Code: SCBL0036087 
MICR Number: 700036020 

Swift Code: SCBLINBBXXX 
Quote our FCRA Registration No: 
147120245 
State in the narrative: Donation/Grant 

FOR US-BASED DONORS IN USD:  Tax Exemption 

US-based donors may make a tax-deductible gift to ERDS through India Development and Relief Fund, a 501(c)3 
non-profit. To donate online use your PayPal transaction that says ERDS. If it is for a specific project, please mark it 
as ERDS-Project name. To donate by check, please mail a check payable to IDRF to the address mentioned below. 

Please include your email ID on the envelope and write ERDS in the memo line. Dr. Vinod Prakash, Founder 
President, India Development & Relief Fund; 5821 Mossrock Drive, North Bethesda, MD 20852-3238; Phone: 301-
704-0032 Email ID: vinod@idrf.org Website: www.idrf.org 

FOR LOCAL DONATION IN INR: 
Bank: United Bank of India, Branch: Calcutta High Court 

Account Number: 0091010360651; IFSC Code: UTBI0HCT116; MICR Number: 700027066, Branch Code: HCT116 

Donations are exempted U/S 80 G of the Income Tax Act 1961. 

 

mailto:erdskol@gmail.com
mailto:erds4@yahoo.co.in
mailto:erds4@yahoo.co.in
mailto:erds4@yahoo.co.in
mailto:vinod@idrf.org
http://www.idrf.org/
http://banksifsccode.com/UTBI0HCT116/
http://banksifsccode.com/700027066/

