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Report on Chief Rabbi’s Ben Azzai Programme delivered in  

association with Tzedek in India 2018 

The Jewish team (20 students and   

off icials) f rom the Ben Azzai            

Programme from the UK arrived on 

24.12.18 night led by Lucy Cohen, 

Tzedek‟s Volunteer and Education 

Manager. Many perhaps visited India 

for the first time. They had a rural sight 

of West Bengal visiting Thinagar and 

Gajole projects in Malda district.  

ERDS is fortunate for that. This is the 

first time they have chosen ERDS   

project at Thinagar and Gajole project, 

Malda. Tzedek is a donor organization 

supported ERDS from 2000 in two   

projects. Tzedek is associated with Ben 

Azzai programme. The team members 

moved from village to village and asked 

beneficiaries who got opportunities  

from Tzedek‟s funded programmes.  In the evening, 

they met up with the management and all employees 

of ERDS including project manager Mr Nepal Sarkar. 

At night, a special meeting about ERDS was held that 

was attended by Madhu Basu, Arindam Basu, Anirban 

Basu and staff wherein a presentation was made     

using projection slides. The team of visitors also asked 

a lot of questions which were answered. This went on 

for some time.  



26.12.18 In the morning a tree plantation 

programme was held wherein 20 mem-

bers from the team and 5 members from 

the ERDS management planted valuable 

mahogany trees. Each mahogany tree is 

expected to fetch about Rupees one lakh 

after 25 years. That money will be used 

for child education and small businesses 

of micro-finance group  

A cultural programme was held by the 

students of Jhilmil school wherein 

songs, recitation and a tribal dance was 

held. The visitors were very happy to 

see the cultural programme. They also 

participated in the programme. They 

also participated in a yoga programme 

the following morning.  

 

Additionally, 24 ducks were released in 

a pond to start a duckery programme  



The team returned from Malda and       

arrived at Howrah by Satabdi Express on 

27.12.18, at about 2:30 pm. Mr Sujoy 

Bosu, an officer of ERDS, partly looked 

after the rest of the programme in        

Kolkata. During their stay till 30.12.18 

they visited Hope Foundation‟s hospital. 

After this they visited a synagogue. They 

also found time to pay a visit to the British 

Deputy High Commissioner‟s Office.  

On behalf of our organization (ERDS), we 

would like to congratulate the Chief 

Rabbi‟s Office and Tzedek. We hope they 

will continue visiting us in the future.  

The team was reportedly happy and would like to 

congratulate the beneficiaries, the staff and the 

management. They accepted a new idea of ERDS 

(Tree plantation & Duckery). The team was happy 

after having seen village life and would cooperate 

with ERDS in future. They would like to visit again 

and would regularly communicate. 



Ben Azzai Programme (Tzedek and the Office of the Chief Rabbi) of  

UK implemented in India this time 

Although this was the first time that ERDS managed an event of this magnitude, the following   

benefits accrued to ERDS as result of the visit by University/college students and officials from 

Tzedek-OCR (for the Ben Azzai Programme „18): 

1. Benefits to ERDS has enhanced relations 

with the Chief Rabbi‟s Office and Tzedek. 

Experience of hosting 22 visitors at a time 

& experience of Kolkata hotel industry and 

organising group transport. 

2. Benefits to ERDS staff with time manage-

ment and language skills. 

3. This gives an opportunity to ERDS to invite 

volunteers from similar countries in different 

projects in India. 

4. Youth group members of ERDS have learnt 

discipline, time management, smartness 

from the visitors. 

5. A degree of active teamwork has been put 

in place at ERDS. This team can work in 

the future on similar projects. 



More details log on http://www.erds.in 

Comments from Tzedek on the Ben Azzai Programme 2018 

I wanted to say thank you so much for all your hard work in supporting us with the Ben Azzai 

programme. 

You put in a lot of work in the preparation and the running of the programme and we are all 

most grateful. 

We have not yet had a chance for a formal evaluation and debrief but I have already heard that 

the participants had an amazing time and particularly valued meeting you, staying at your guest 

house, meeting the beneficiaries and visiting the tribal village. 

There will always be lessons to learn and ways to make things even better moving forward but I 

wanted to quickly reach out now to let you know how much the participants valued the pro-

gramme and how grateful we are for all your hard work. 

With my very best wishes to you both and grateful thanks to all at ERDS, 

 

 

This is the link to some of the photos from the trip.” 

CHECK THIS LINK!   https://photos.app.goo.gl/bQX1tg55Fos729MJ9  

Memento received 

ERDS received a memento for the Chief Rabbi‟s Ben Azzai 

Programme 2018. It read: 

“Tzedek 

ERDS” 

With our great thanks for your immense support to the Chief 
Rabbi‟s Ben Azzai Programme 2018”  

Dr Judith Stanton 

Chief Executive 

Tzedek  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/bQX1tg55Fos729MJ9


Certificate of  CHIEF RABBI 



MCC update 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) of     

Kolkata has funded projects through 

“Sanitation & Safe Drinking Water for families 

of five villages living below the poverty line” 

at Gajole, Malda, Pin: 732124, West Bengal    

India.”  

These include the building of toilets, conduct-

ing meetings about importance of toilet con-

struction, hand pump installation and gather-

ing of data from the villagers that how many 

toilets & hand pumps are yet to be con-

ERDS constructed 3 toilets in Uttar Banipur and 2 in 

Baje Karanja during this period. 

About 58 people attended each monthly meeting in 

these villages where the majority of the attendees 

were mothers/females.  

The general outcome of some of these meetings 

was that there was a change in mentality, propen-

sity to use quality water had increased, had become 

health conscious, got treated in government hospi-

tals and had become interested in getting ac-

quainted with government officials and government 

opportunities. Further, the attendees became aware 

of the transparency of government opportunities, 

had become aware of their own rights, formed a 

mentality to start a group and save a little and de-

cided who would become beneficiaries and had not 

become aware of a group.  



ERDS and Children International/SAHAY Two-Day Programme gets 

coverage in media! 

Many village boys and girls have been benefited 

over the past 28 years through this sponsorship pro-

gramme. They are well established in various fields 

of life which would have not been possible without 

the support of Sahay and Children International. As 

a mark of those who have done exemplary work in 

2018, ERDS organized a pleasant programme for 

two days. With accurate work being done by the 

boys and girls, the programme area was decorated 

with a rural theme  

More details log on http://www.erds.in 

The annual two-day programme about 

giving of awards under children sponsor-

ship programme has been covered by two 

media, highlighting the village theme. Ac-

cording to Prime Time Kolkata, Economic 

Rural Development Society (ERDS) sent 

out a social message during their two-day 

annual function. The nice function was 

held in the ground of Rishi Rajnarayan 

Basu‟s Memorial Trust. 

From this it can be understood that in their life flow how great a role is played by an exemplary 

work programme that has reached a level of art. Those who were present at the programme in-

cluded Sahay director, Sikta Banerjee, Deborti Das, Poulami Chatterjee, Aditi Mikherjee and many 

more like ERDS‟ founder and general secretary Madhu Basu. Among those invited at the function 

included psychologist Arpita De, researcher Michael Tarun, human rights organizer and lawyer 

Sunit Gope.  

Apart from these, Dipa Ghosh, the councilor of Rajpur Sonarpur Municipality 34 th ward, was pre-

sent at the function and praised the programme and the affairs a lot. 



Award 

ERDS awarded for best performing partner project 

ERDS has been awarded best performing partner 

project of 2018 among 14 projects in West Bengal by 

SAHAY/Children International. 

The criteria for selecting Best Performing Partner Pro-

ject was: 

1. Quality of the programme 

2. Clarity of the programme 

3. Finish the programme in time 

4. Reporting 

5. Documentation 

6. Communication 

7. Submission of document before Dead Line 

8. Accounting 

And ERDS, Boral Project under SAHAY/Children In-

ternational Sponsorship Programme has gained 

maximum numbers in abovementioned 8 areas! 

ERDS awarded for anti-tobacco campaign 

Under Sponsorship Programme of SAHAY/Children International 

at ERDS Boral Project Sri Krishna Mondal has been awarded as 

a Best Youth Leader among 14 Projects under SAHAY/Children 

International for an Anti-Tobacco Campaign under Badlao Pro-

gramme. ”Badlao” programme has been designed for upliftment 

life skill & social responsibilities for Youths. In 2018 - Anti To-

bacco Campaign was the theme programme under Badlao Pro-

gramme.  

The criteria for selecting Best Youth leader was: 

1. Speaking Power 

2. Reporting 

3. Documentation 

4. Awareness Programme 

5. Workshop 

6. Conducting Rally  

And Sri Krishna Mondal has been awarded by gaining maximum 

numbers in abovementioned 6 areas!  



IDRF supports women supported small business project 

More details log on http://www.erds.in 

A project of micro-finance (women supported small business) project for 2018-19 has been         

supported by India Development & Relief Fund (IDRF) 

Case study on women supported small business 

The adjacent photograph shows Parboti Sinha (33) from Thinagar Village, Pakuahat, District 

Malda, West Bengal, India to whom a loan of Rs. 40,000/- has been disbursed. With the loan, 

Parboti purchased a second-hand taxi for her husband. Their family consists of 4 members. 

Previously their income was Rs 4000 per month Now; their family income is Rs. 15,000 per 

month, after deducting all expenses towards the vehicle.  



APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS FROM OUTSIDE INDIA 

1. ERDS is looking for volunteers from outside India for the extremely poor segments of    

society.  

2. This is a wonderful opportunity for the volunteers registered with your organization / stu-

dents of your university to learn how to work in an NGO that has been active for the past 

36 years in West Bengal - one of the poorest states in India, deal with tribals and indige-

nous people of India and gather field experience in the areas of Women & Child Develop-

ment, Child Education, Child Sponsorship, Health & Nutrition, Water and Low Cost Sanita-

tion, anti-trafficking, Micro-Credit, Skill Development Training, International Relationship, 

Publication And Disaster Management linked to noble, social causes. The duration of the 

experience will be three-six months.  

3. Kindly note that  no salary would be paid to the selected volunteers / students and the cost 

of boarding at a hotel selected by ERDS and breakfast and dinner in Kolkata, Boral, Thi-

nagar and Gajole project, would be about USD 70 per day on a twin-sharing basis. All 

kinds of modern arrangements (along with latrines) are there for staying and breakfast and 

dinner. During their visit to a rural set-up at our project area, the cost for the same would 

be USD 20 per day.  

4. You can also conduct various kinds of research here.  

5. Additionally, a certificate certifying their work experience in their work sectors / projects in 

India would be provided to all volunteers.  

6. ERDS has successfully provided service in India to a group of 20 students and officials 

from the UK (as part of the Ben Azzai Programme) in December 2018. At least one of the 

students was from Cambridge University. 

Contact erdskol@gmail.com or +91 98316 54430 for further details.  

 



APPEAL TO DONORS FOR CHILD SPONSORSHIP 

Every child has a right to a healthy life. But sadly, the 

majority of children living under the poverty line 

across India are unable to afford more than one meal 

a day.We take this opportunity to salute those who 

are sponsoring children through ERDS. 

Please support more children so that they are able to 

attend school every day and fulfill their dreams. If you 

donate INR 800 per month or any amount, you get a 

50 per cent tax exemption under Section 80G of the Indian Income Tax Act (valid only for those 

who file their annual income tax return in lndia). US-based donors may make a tax-deductible gift 

(for the same amount) to ERDS through India Development and Relief Fund of USA. IDRF is a 501

(c) 3 tax exempt public charity. To donate online using Pay money, please follow this link      

https://www.payumoney.com/paybypayumoney/#/358659 (Help educate a poor child pursuing 

quality education by sponsoring text books and uniforms). To donate by check, please mail a 

check payable to IDRF to the address mentioned below. Please include your email ID on the      

envelope and write ERDS in the memo line. 

Dr. Vinod Prakash, Founder President 
India Development & Relief Fund 
5821 Mossrock Drive, North Bethesda, MD 20852-3238, USA 
Phone: 301-704-0032 
Email ID: vinod@idrf.org 

Website: www.idrf.org  

Therefore, your contribution of INR 800 per month will ensure that your sponsored child gets both 

health and education. The child‟s family and the community will also benefit from your contribution. 

You will receive a tax receipt from ERDS / IDRF coupled with photographs and information about 

the children that you decide to sponsor. We have set a target of sponsoring 1000 such children. 

We are waiting for your contribution. 

Exercise Book, Pen, Book One time per year INR 500.00 

School Bag One time per year INR  350.00 

Shoes & Socks  One time per year INR 350.00 

Nutritious  Food INR 600 × 12 INR 7200.00 

Administrative charges INR 100 × 12 INR 1200.00 

Grand Total  (Per year) INR 9600.00 

More details log on http://www.erds.in 

mailto:vinod@idrf.org
http://www.idrf.org


THE TEAM of ‘VOICE OF ERDS’ 

Economic Rural Development Society (ERDS) 
6, Kiran Sankar Roy Road, Ground Floor, 
Room No. 3, Kolkata: 700001, West Bengal, India  
http://www.erds.in, erdskol@gmail.com, 
erds4@yahoo.co.in 

More details log on http://www.erds.in 

Provat Kumar Mitra 

Assistant General Secretary 
M: +91 98305 92741 

Anirban Basu 

CEO 
M:+91 96743 16777 

Editorial Contribution: 

Sujoy BOSU,  
Samar Jana,  
Nepal Sarkar,  
Subhashish Guha (Project Manager) 

Madhu Basu,  

The Founder and General Secretary  
M: +91 98316 54430 

We welcome feedback about this edition at erdskol@gmail.com / erds4@yahoo.co.in 
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